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STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Speaker issues challenge to build ‘beloved community’
The first keynote speaker for Martin Luther
King Jr. Commemoration Week brought the
audience to its feet with a message of making
a difference and building King’s “beloved
community.”
Judge Glenda Hatchett spoke before a
standing-room-only crowd in the Kirkhof
Center January 21. Hatchett has a syndicated
TV show, “Judge Hatchett,” and serves as
national spokesperson for Court Appointed
Special Advocates. Hatchett said as a child
growing up in Atlanta, she took piano lessons
with King’s young children.
“I didn’t know he was this famous person,”
Hatchett said. “I later learned that their daddy
was a man who God sent to the world on this
journey.”
Hatchett stressed that the country’s leaders
are not following King’s mission of building
a beloved community. She cited Michigan
statistics in which 24 percent of children live in
poverty, nearly 11 percent in extreme poverty.
Hatchett drew a connecting line from poverty
to prison, stating that people who live in

poverty are three times more likely to
have a criminal record.
“We have got to break this
generational cycle. We can do better,”
she said. “You cannot fix it unless you
understand it. Where is that beloved
community King talked about?”
She issued a challenge to audience
members, the same challenge her
father gave to her when she was in
the first grade. Hatchett said in her
first-grade classroom, she had a book
with ripped pages. She asked her
teacher for a new book only to be
told, “Colored children don’t get new
books.”
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Glenda Hatchett gives a presentation in the Kirkhof Center January
21, as part of the university’s weeklong Martin Luther King Jr.
Commemoration Week events.

An avid young reader, she told her
father that he needed to speak to someone who
would get her a new book. “My father said,
‘You’re not going to get a new book. You have to
write your own.’”
For the first time at Grand Valley, classes were
canceled, allowing more people to participate
in events. All the social justice activities were

well-attended. Highlights included sessions
of upcycling and making crafts for shelters,
in addition to marathon readings of King’s
writings and a panel discussion.
More than 400 people attended a free luncheon
continues on page 2

Opera Theatre cast readies for ‘Threepenny’
Grand Valley Opera Theatre will give six
performances of “The Threepenny Opera,” the
revolutionary production that transformed oldfashioned opera with the fresh sounds of jazz
and cabaret style music.

Performances are scheduled February 1, 2, 8
and 9, at 7:30 p.m. and February 3 and 10, at
2 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center, Louis
Armstrong Theatre. Tickets are $6 for students,
$12 seniors and $14 adults; they are available at
the LAT Box Office. Call x12300, or visit www.
gvsu.edu/theatre.
The German duo of composer Kurt Weill and
playwright Bertolt Brecht proclaimed their
production “an opera for beggars” when it
opened in Berlin in 1928. Modeled after John
Gay’s 1728 “The Beggar’s Opera,” which was a
parody of Handel’s operas, “Threepenny” also
infused new life into opera with music that was
inspired by the Berlin dance bands and cabarets
of the 1920s.
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Joseph Birchler and Alexandra Papas will perform as
Mack and Polly in the Opera Theatre production of
‘Threepenny Opera.’

The production begins and ends with the
famous tune, “The Ballad of Mack the Knife.”
A political satire, the opera revolves around
(Mack) Macheath, a notorious felon and
womanizer who runs his own gang of thieves,
marries the daughter of the King of Beggars,

is arrested, convicted, and scheduled for
execution.
“Though set in Victorian England,
‘Threepenny’ challenges conventional notions
of justice and morality that are still potent
today,” said producer Dale Schriemer, artistic
director. “Through some creative staging
elements created by guest director Dorothy
Danner, the Grand Valley production will
include connections to current events.”
For example, in Macheath’s last speech he
questions which is worse, “the founding of
a bank, or the robbing of a bank?” Danner
provokes the audience with scenic projections
about modern banks that accepted government
bailouts while continuing massive numbers of
foreclosures.
The cast of about 30 performers will be
accompanied by a live student orchestra, with
guest music director and conductor James
Barnett from Chicago.
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Across Campus
A/P committee calls for nominations
The Administrative/Professional Committee is seeking nominations of
outstanding staff members for recognition of work done on behalf of the
university.
Nominations are now open and will be accepted through March 15.
The A/P Awards recognize both team and individual accomplishments
that significantly impact Grand Valley. Nominations can be submitted by
students, faculty or staff members; the A/P Awards Selection Committee
then reviews them.
Categories are Achievement, Commitment to Diversity, Commitment
to Students, Innovation Award, Outstanding Team Project Award and
Service to Community Award.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/ap/awards to learn more about the categories and
nominate someone.

SSD registration begins

Michigan State; Lake Superior State; and University of WisconsinMadison.
Researchers will study how locally grown food can more easily get to the
poor, traditionally minority populations that are most at risk. They will
interview residents and study data in 18 small- to mid-sized cities to better understand the factors affecting “food security,” a socioeconomic term
that defines easy access to safe and healthy food.
“The aspect of this study that I am especially excited about is the documentation of individual diet quality in each of the West Michigan communities and linking it to their access to healthy foods such as fruits and
vegetables,” said Lown. “We will also be measuring physical activity in
these communities, which with diet, plays a key role in diseases such as
obesity and diabetes.”
Cities in the study include Holland, Grand Rapids, Muskegon, Kalamazoo,
Benton Harbor, Sault Ste. Marie, Brimley/Bay Mills, St. Ignace, Flint,
Saginaw, Lansing, Ypsilanti, Taylor, Southfield, Warren, Pontiac, Inkster
and Dearborn.
Researchers will:

Student registration for the 18th annual Student Scholars Day runs
January 28-February 15.
SSD, sponsored by the Office of Undergraduate Research and Scholarship,
showcases faculty-mentored student work, shared through many venues,
including (but not limited to) oral presentations, discussion and panel sessions, fine arts exhibits and performances, and poster presentations.
The April 10 event will showcase more than 400 presentations by more
than 600 student presenters. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ours for information.

Professor takes part in
food security study
Deborah Lown, assistant professor of biomedical science, is taking part
in a five-year, $4 million study on food access and food security across
the state of Michigan. The project involves multiple partnerships including the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor; University of Michigan-Flint;

• Identify disparities in access to healthy foods by examining the relationship between demographic characteristics and the distribution patterns of different food outlets;
• Identify factors related to the presence of “food deserts” and “food
oases;”
• Examine the relationship between access to healthy foods, purchasing and consumption behavior and health outcomes;
• Identify mechanisms through which producers and consumers can
be connected more directly and effectively;
• Identify those who are vulnerable to becoming food insecure and
facilitate their increased participation in local food networks;
• Create one graduate and one undergraduate service-learning course
related to food security and urban agriculture issues.
The grant was awarded by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture
within the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
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MLK social justice activities well-attended

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication items
to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Web: www.gvsu.edu/forum.
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Faculty and staff members can find an online
“Sketches” submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.

and watched President Obama’s inauguration in
the Kirkhof Center. A highlight of the luncheon
was a presentation by sixth-grader NasCierra
Sims, from Muskegon. NasCierra recited King’s

“I Have a Dream” speech with confidence and
to a tee.
The university presented its first Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Community Service Award
to Grand Rapids’ Steepletown Neighborhood
Services during a MLK keynote
event on January 24.

News and Information Services Staff:
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president
Sherry Bouwman, NIS assistant
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist
Michele Coffill, associate director of publications
Nate Hoekstra, communications specialist
Mary Isca Pirkola, communications specialist
Leah Zuber, communications specialist
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager
Elizabeth Lienau, photography coordinator
Amanda Pitts, photographer
Jessica Hines, student writer
Dale Johnson, student writer

Steepletown Neighborhood
Services offers programs and
services to new immigrants.
In a nominating letter, the
organization was cited for
breaking down economic
barriers by teaching money
management, offering career
exploration opportunities and
a GED prep program. Criteria
for the award include making a
positive impact on the lives of
West Michigan residents.

Other publications by the News and Information
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published
quarterly for the university community. Visit its
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and
video features.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/equal
opportunity institution.
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NasCierra Sims, a sixth-grade
student from Muskegon, recites
King’s ‘I Have a Dream’ speech.
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Naomi Hamilton participates in the
Crafting for Our Community, one of
many social justice activities held on
January 21 in the Kirkhof Center.

Majora Carter, urban
revitalizationist, spoke after
the award presentation.
Commemoration Week
activities concluded January 26
with a Day of Service.
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What’s Ahead
Dean to give Her Story

Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Counseling
and Career Development Center.

Roll” and participants are encouraged to wear
fashion from the 1950s.

Elaine Collins, dean of the College of
Education, will be the next speaker at the
Women’s Center’s Her Story series.

For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/
intersections.

The event will be held at DeVos Place, 303
Monroe Ave. NW, Grand Rapids. Cocktail hour
will start at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m., and
dancing from 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Tickets are
available at the 20/20 Desk in the Kirkhof
Center.

Collins will share her experiences in leadership
roles on Wednesday, January 30, at noon in the
Kirkhof Center, room 2266. Participants are
encouraged to bring their lunches.
The series, co-sponsored by the Women’s
Commission, offers an opportunity for the
campus community to listen to authentic
stories of women in leadership positions at
Grand Valley. For more information, contact the
Women’s Center at x12748.

Workshops to focus
on gluten-free diets
Health and Wellness will host workshops about
the benefits of living gluten free.
“Gluten Free Foodies” is set for Thursday,
January 31, in the Kirkhof Center, room 1142,
at 4 p.m. The series continues each Thursday
through March 7.
Registered dietician Kim House will explain the
basics of gluten, recipe modifications and more.
To register visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar.

Intersections event
to feature Wise
Tim Wise, an anti-racist author, essayist and
educator, will give a presentation Thursday,
January 31, about effective training that
addresses racism and inequality.
Wise’s presentation, “Beyond Diversity:
Challenging Racism in an Age of Backlash,” will
take place at noon in the Kirkhof Center, Grand
River Room.
Wise was named one of “25 Visionaries Who
are Changing Your World” by Utne Reader in
2010 and has spoken at more than 800 college
and high school campuses in all 50 states.
“Tim Wise is among the most prominent antiracist writers and educators in the United
States,” said Colette Seguin Beighley, director
of the LGBT Resource Center. “It’s a privilege
to have him visit Grand Valley again to discuss
moving beyond diversity and challenging larger
systems of oppression.”
The center will host a viewing of the film
“Vocabulary of Change: Angela Davis and Tim
Wise in Conversation,” on Monday, January 28,
at 4 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette
Room.
The event is in conjunction with Campus
Leadership Week and marks the university’s
second “Intersections” program, which is
a series of events hosted by the Office of
Multicultural Affairs, Women’s Center and
LGBT Resource Center. The series provides
opportunities for the campus community to
look at the world through multiple dimensions
including race, gender, sexual orientation, and
class status among others.
Wise’s visit is co-sponsored by Inclusion &
Equity, African/African-American Studies,
Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies,
Frederik Meijer Honors College, College of

Asian cultures celebrated
Asian women in leadership roles, a traditional
dragon dance and media portrayals of Asians
in the U.S. will be highlighted during Grand
Valley’s annual Asian Pacific American Heritage
Celebration.
Sponsored by the Office of Multicultural
Affairs, the celebration runs January 31-March
23. The events are free and open to the public.
• Asian New Year Festival, January 31, 6-9
p.m., Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room

Faculty and staff members will be presented
with awards at the event. Carrie Christian,
program coordinator for the LGBT Resource
Center, will receive the Laker of the Year
Award; Noreen Myers, Grand Valley alumna
and former member and chair of the Grand
Valley Board of Trustees, will receive the
President Appreciation Award; and Medar
Serrata, professor of Spanish, will receive the
Student Award for Faculty Excellence.

• Vietamerica: A Family’s Journey, February 6,
6 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center; Gia Bao (GB) Tran,
a young Vietnamese author and artist, will
discuss how his family fled Vietnam during the
fall of Saigon and how he was raised in the U.S.
as a son of immigrants.

For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/
presidentsball.

• Internationalizing Families, Communities
and the Children Navigating these
Unchartered Waters, February 11, 3 p.m.,
Kirkhof Center, room 2215; Christen M.
Pearson, associate professor of English, will
discuss the language barriers involved when
American families adopt children from other
countries.

Composer Bill
Ryan, associate
professor
of music, is
well-known
for founding
the successful
New Music
Ensemble in
2006. The
Bill Ryan
focus returns
to his own
work with a
January 29 release of “Towards Daybreak,” a
second CD from his ensemble Billband.

• Asian Representation in the Media,
February 12, noon, Kirkhof Center, room
2263; Student Christine Vo, vice president of
the Multicultural Greek Council, will give a
presentation about how the media portrays
eastern and southeastern Asians in America.
• Exploring Taiwan and Korea’s Physical
and Cultural Environments, February 21, 4
p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 2215; Kin M. Ma,
assistant professor of geography and planning,
will share his experiences in Taiwan and the
Demilitarized Zone between North and South
Korea.
• Learning Chinese: How to Make it Easy,
February 26, 11 a.m., Kirkhof Center, room
2263; Curtis Smith, professor of Chinese and
coordinator of the Chinese Language and
Literature program, will explore easy ways to
learn the Chinese language.
• Asian American and Pacific Islander
Women in Higher Education, February 27,
noon, Kirkhof Center, room 1201; Connie Dang,
director of the Office of Multicultural Affairs,
and Shaily Menon, associate dean of the College
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, will discuss the
growth of Asian American and Pacific Islander
representation in higher education.
• R.I.C.E. Conference, March 23, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Pew Grand Rapids Campus.
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/
oma.

Tickets for Presidents’
Ball available
Student Senate President Jack Iott and
President Thomas J. Haas are hosting the 26th
annual Presidents’ Ball on Friday, February 1.
The theme this year is “Let the Good Times

New CD features
music of Bill Ryan

An NPR Music columnist included the CD in
a recent article, “In January’s Drought, Three
Albums Worth Waiting For.”
Billband will give a free performance on
Saturday, February 2, from 8-9:30 p.m., in the
Performing Arts Center, dance theater. Ryan
and Billband will also celebrate the CD release
at Le Poisson Rouge in New York City on
February 10.
“Towards Daybreak” (Innova) includes
eight tracks engineered and co-produced by
Grammy-winner Silas Brown. It blends the
precision and craft of the best minimalism with
the humanistic interplay of a small chamber
group. It also reflects on some very personal
experiences in Ryan’s life, from the birth of a
child to the sudden loss of his parents.
The recording is bookended by a pair of elegies.
It opens with “Simple Lines,” in memory of
Ryan’s father who died of cancer, and ends with
a live version of “Blurred,” written after his
mother died in an automobile accident.
Ryan said that a lot has happened since the
2004 release of “Blurred,” his previous record
with Billband. “This new CD draws deeply
from my experiences of loss and grieving, but
it is also a celebration, an appreciation and a
thank you,” he said.
Billband currently includes cellist Pablo
Mahave-Veglia and saxophonist Jonathon
Nichol, who are faculty members from Grand
Valley.
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General Events
Mon., Jan. 28
1:30 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence
Series: “Lifestyle Productivity,” by Michael
Walenta. 340 BIK. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
seminar to register.
4 p.m.: Cancer Warriors Network hosts Silent
Auction. 2270 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
seminar to register.

Tues., Jan. 29
Noon: Weight Watchers at Work. 2266 KC.
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Advising Students
about the NEW General Education
Program. 1104 KC. Call x13498 for more
information.

Wed., Jan. 30
Noon: Women’s Center hosts “Her Story,” by
Elaine Collins. 2266 KC. Call x12748 for
more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.
Noon: Arts at Noon with Musicologist James
Deaville. CDC. Call x13484 for more information.

3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Advising Students
about the NEW General Education
Program. 1104 KC. Call x13498 for more
information.

Thurs., Jan. 31
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for more information.
Noon: Intersections Event: “Beyond Diversity:
Challenging Racism in an Age of Backlash,”
by Tim Wise. 2250 KC. Call x12530 for
more information.
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Advising Students
about the NEW General Education
Program. 302E DEV. Call x13498 for more
information.
4 p.m.: Seidman Finance Internship Expo. EC.
Call x17427 for more information.
4 p.m.: Health and Wellness hosts “Gluten
Free Foodies.” 1142 KC. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/seminar to register.
6 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Heritage
Celebration Event: Asian New Year
Festival. 2250 KC. Call x12177 for more
information.

Fri., Feb. 1
Noon: Writing Center hosts Faculty Friday.
302E DEV. Call x12922 for information.
3:30 p.m.: Evolution for Everyone hosts “The
Evolutionary Paradox of Homosexuality,”
by Mike Lombardo. 308 PAD. Call x12470
for more information.
5:30 p.m.: Presidents’ Ball. DeVos Place, Grand
Rapids. Call x12333 for more information.
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre presents
“Threepenny Opera.” PAC. Call x12300 for
more information.

Sat., Feb. 2
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre presents
“Threepenny Opera.” PAC. Call x12300 for
more information.

Sports
Sat., Feb. 2
2 p.m.: Men’s tennis hosts Cornerstone
University at Ramblewood.

6:30 p.m.: Women’s Center Media Series:
“Know it. Name it. Stop it,” by Tara Aday
and Officer Betsy Wenk. 2270 KC. Call
x12748 for more information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
The online version of Forum, www.gvsu.edu/
forum, features links to published works.

In the News
Henry Matthews, director of galleries and
collections, was interviewed by WMMTTV for a story about the current exhibition,
“Magic, Mystery & Mayhem: Wonders from the
American Museum of Magic.”

Sketches
Cindy Laug, administrative assistant for the
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, gave a
presentation about Etta Smith Wilson, the first
full-time paid professional woman reporter in
19th-century Grand Rapids, at the Press Club of
Grand Rapids.
Miles Wilson, director of philanthropic and
nonprofit services at the Johnson Center,
was named a trustee of the Grand Rapids

Community Foundation Board, and was
appointed to the Better Business Bureau Wise
Giving Alliance.
Hugh McGuire, associate professor of
computing and information systems, advised a
team of students at the International Collegiate
Programming Contest. The team finished 36th
out of 131 regional teams.
Jack Mangala, associate professor of political
science and African Studies, edited a book,
Africa and the European Union: A Strategic
Partnership, published by Palgrave Macmillan.
Rich Stoelzel, professor of music, and a group
of trumpet students were invited guests at
the Exploring Trumpet in Greece Festival in
Kalvarita, Greece.
Stephen Rowe, professor of philosophy and
liberal studies, participated in “Sino-American
Dialogue on Core Values,” an invited event held

in Berkeley, California, aimed at improving
relations between the U.S. and China.
Dan Balfour, professor of public, nonprofit and
health administration, was appointed to the
editorial board of the journal Public Integrity.
Annis Water Resources Institute staff members
Rod Denning and John Koches received a
grant from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources for a project, “Urban Tree Canopy
Assessment.”
Cynthia Beel-Bates, associate professor of
nursing, co-wrote an article, “CaregiverResident Interaction with Barnard’s Feeding
Scale,” published in Research in Gerontological
Nursing.
Elaine Leigh, affiliate professor of nursing, was
appointed by Gov. Rick Snyder to the Michigan
State Board of Nursing.

